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The great Democratic revolution
of 2008 is entering its pitiful stage.
If Nancy Pelosi had a guillotine,
Robert Gibbs’ head would be roll-
ing around in a basket. His offense?
Uttering perhaps the most unassail-

ably accurate statement of his ten-
ure as White House press secretary:
that there is “no doubt” Republi-
cans might take back the House.
Theories abound for why Gibbs
would say such a flatly true thing.

The simplest is that Gibbs was
asked whether the House is in play
on “Meet the Press” and in the flush
of the moment slipped up with an
honest answer. Whatever the ex-
planation, Pelosi is enraged at his
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Congress’ passage of unemployment
benefits extension to help many Texans

AUSTIN — Out-of-work Texans
will have until Nov. 27 to qualify
for unemployment benefits, the
Texas Workforce Commission re-
ported July 23.

This is thanks to passage of the
Unemployment Compensation Ex-
tension Act of 2010 by Congress on
July 22. President Obama signed
the act into law without delay.

About 150,000 Texans had ex-
hausted their unemployment ben-
efits, the Texas Workforce Com-
mission said.

According to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor, the federal govern-

ment’s basic extended benefits pro-
gram provides up to 13 additional
weeks of benefits when a state is
experiencing high unemployment.

The national unemployment rate
was 9.5 percent for the month of
June. Texas’ unemployment rate
was 8.2 percent that month.

Milestone arrest is made

Texas Attorney General Greg
Abbott announced that as of July
13, his office’s Fugitive and Cy-
ber Crimes units had combined for
more than 2,000 arrests in the last
seven years.

“Thanks to the hard work and per-
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severance of these dedicated peace
officers, more than 2,000 criminals
have been taken off the streets and
held accountable for their unlawful
conduct,” Abbott said on July 22.

“We are grateful to the local,
state and federal law enforcement
officials from around the state who
helped make this milestone pos-
sible and continue to work with us
to protect Texas families.”

The 2,000th, Kirk Brandon Mull-
er, 41, of Austin, was arrested in
Travis County for having unauthor-
ized contact with a child, a viola-
tion of his mandated parole require-
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Move by police association to amend city charter from five
members to seven members does not have real purpose

Editor:

Review the Facts: The Kingsville
Record (July 17 issue) states that
the Kingsville Law Enforcement
Association headed by Sgt. Tamera
Blackstock succeeded in obtaining
the 500 signatures needed to place
a charter amendment propostion
on the next election ballot, which
would be in November 2010.

The issue of changing the city
commission from five to seven
members and for them to serve
in single member districts and
for the mayor to be chosen by the
city commissioners, and therefore
depriving the electorate from
voting for a mayor, is an unfair and
without doubt a poorly researched
movement — a preposterous
notion to say the least.

A friend of mine told me Sgt.
Tamera Blackstock came to his
house one evening to solicit his
signature for the change from five
members on the city council to
seven members made up of single
member districts.

My first question is why would
a police union headed by Sgt.
Blackstock be so interested in
changing the city commission
from five members to seven single
member districts?

I would think that our local police
union would be more interested
in helping officer morale, helping
with creative ideas to solve crime
in Kingsville that without a doubt
we have enough of, and basically
be more interested in solving the
criminal element in our community
rather than on wild goose chases
geared to change our city charter
from a five member city council to
a seven member city council.

For what purpose and what price?

As a voting citizen of Kingsville,
[ believe we should be able to
vote for five members of the city
commission versus just one in a
single member district. To date,
signatures have been gathered with
citizens not really knowing what
they were signing in terms of why

this change is being pursued by Sgt.
Tamera Blackstock as president of
the Kingsville Law Enforcement
Association?

In addition, what are the
parameters involved in creating
single member districts?

Does this process mean that the
City of Kingsville budget is going
to be divided into seven districts?

I have always understood that the
whole is greater than the sum of its
parts, but that equation obviously
was not considered in this idiotic
movement?

What is the purpose of breaking
the Kingsville up into single
member districts?

Another member of the Police
Association, Jesse Amador, is
quoted as saying that the “single
district representation would be
a benefit as a whole and create
fairness.”

What benefit and create what
fairness?

He goes on to say “As it is now,
three commissioners live in the
same area.”

This is absolutely idiotic thinking
that commissioners that live in the
same area are not going to be fair
to the people in the other areas of
the city.

Does this mean, according to his
thinking, that he will fight crime in
the area where he lives, rather than
in other areas? This kind of unstable
thinking surely does not belong in
the Kingsville Police Department.

One important variable is that the
total cost of the election and then
setting up single member districts
has not been fully considered.

By a conservative estimation, the
entire process will cost the city and
taxpayers in excess of $150,000.

These are critical times where
$150,000 could be better spent
on services to the citizens of
Kingsville instead of on a whim of
misinformed people.

That $150,000 could help us pave
streets, could help hire more police
officers and firefighters and more

public works employees, could buy
much needed equipment, and many
more useful purposes that would
serve citizens much better than
foolish spending on a concept that
has no real purpose.

Kingsville is a relatively small
rural community and citizens are
not overwhelmingly coming out
to run for office, which says that
the current commission is doing a
good job as all have been reelected
several times.

I am no stranger to political
agendas and the current move by
the police association that should
be tending to crime in the city
instead of chasing a whim is surely
some kind of political move, hidden
agenda, or ulterior motive.

That is what political agendas
are all about, and we have a system
in place that allows voting for five
individuals in our city commission.

Why are we trying to reinvent the
wheel?

The consequences of changing
the structure of our city commission
to seven single member districts
will require the city to spend a
considerable amount of money in
designing the districts to meet U.S.
Justice Department approval.

There has been no public debate
on this issue and a small percentage
of the electorate in Kingsville
have signed a petition with many
unanswered questions.

I suggest that the public should
be well informed before such
decisions are made, and now we
will probably have an election
with little information regarding
the economic ramifications of
changing the city council to seven-
member district based on a whim.

I ask all of you to vote no on this
ridiculous city charter amendment
and ask those of you who signed
the petition to reconsider the many
variables that you were not told
about, which could affect our city
in a very negative manner.

A Concerned Citizen,
Ben Figueroa
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ments.

In 1993 in Travis County, Muller
was convicted on four counts of
indecency with a child by sexual
contact and sentenced to 20 years
in prison.

Muller’s victims were four young
girls ranging from nine to four
years old, Abbott’s office reported.

Vets’ mortgage rates lowest

Mortgage rates for Texas veter-
ans hit a record low last week of
just 4.33 percent for a 30-year fixed
rate loan, Texas Land Commis-
sioner Jerry Patterson announced
July 22.

Disabled veterans can borrow at
even a lower rate of just 3.83 per-
cent, he added.

“This is great news for Texas vet-
erans,” Patterson said.

“Rates this low help those who
served buy homes now and keep
them later.”

The record low rate was set July
16 by the Veterans Land Board,
which Patterson chairs.

Before, the lowest interest rate
ever available to Texas veterans
was 4.51 percent in June 2003.

The highest rate ever offered
by the Veterans Land Board was
10.145 percent in 1985.

Uninsured vehicles on decline

Since the launch of the Texas-
Sure auto insurance verification
program two years ago, the num-
ber of uninsured vehicles on Texas
roads is showing signs of decline,
the Texas Department of Insurance
reported last week.

Soon after its launch, the data-
base showed that statewide, nearly
one fourth of vehicles registered in
Texas could not be matched to an
insurance policy.

By June 2010, the number of
unmatched registered vehicles
had declined to 21.65 percent.
TexasSure “uninsured notices” are
sent to the owners of registered ve-
hicles that appear not to have auto
liability insurance.

Customers are provided with the
vehicle registration information on
file and instructions to resolve is-
sues.

Customers may respond by mail,
phone or online.

The program’s database helps
law enforcement confirm whether
a Texas-registered vehicle has valid
auto liability insurance.

It is able to match nearly all re-
ported auto insurance policies to a
registered vehicle.

The database has been available
to all 254 county tax assessor-col-
lectors since June 2008 and to Tex-
as law enforcement since October
2008.

Vote would help charter schools

The State Board of Education
on July 23 voted 7-6 to allow up
to $100 million of the Permanent
School Fund to be used to build or
buy buildings the state could lease
to charter schools.

But the funds could only be used
that way with approval from the at-
torney general or after passage of a
new legislation.

Presently, the Permanent School
Fund, which is currently worth
about $22 billion, may only be used
to purchase textbooks and other in-
structional materials.

DPS celebrates 75th anniversary

The Texas Department of Public
Safety celebrated its 75th year on
July 25.

To commemorate the anniver-
sary, 20 motorcycle riders left the
DPS office in Austin on a 2,376-
mile tour of the state.

The agony of the revolution —

counterrevolutionary backsliding.

The more important question is:
Why aren’t Democrats mad at Pres-
ident Barack Obama (and Speaker
Pelosi) for endangering their ma-
jority, rather than at Gibbs for ac-
knowledging the fact it’s at risk?

In their reaction to Gibbs, Demo-
crats have vitiated what seemed
most admirable about their deter-
mination to pass health-care re-
form: its astounding political heed-
lessness.

They were doing it simply be-
cause they thought it was right. Or
so it seemed. What looked to all the
world like an act of political hara-
kiri borne of ideological righteous-
ness, the Democrats considered
a common-sense step for which
they’d inevitably be rewarded by
the voters.

And they’ll get their reward,
good and hard. The latest three
national polls show that the public
opposes the health-care reform by
49-36, 53-40 and 47-35 (in CBS,
Public Policy Polling and Pew sur-
veys, respectively).

An Obama adviser complained
to the Politico that the president is
not receiving due credit for all his
heroic efforts, including sweeping
health-care and financial reforms.

“It’s very frustrating that it’s not
breaking through, when you look
at these things and their scale,” he
said.

“Can you imagine if Bill Clinton
had achieved even one of these?”

That’s a counterfactual that miss-
es the point. A secret to Clinton’s
success is precisely that he didn’t
achieve signature liberal legisla-
tion.

He bragged a lot about doing
small things, and after the 1994 de-
bacle, stumbled upon a politically
successful formula for center-left
governance in a center-right coun-
try. The next time Obama has the
Big Dog in the White House for
his help in mollifying the business
community, he should ask him for
a tutorial.

According to Gallup, conserva-
tives outnumber liberals in America
by 2-1. That datum alone should be
enough to make a liberal speaker
of the House concerned above all
about holding down the middle. In-
stead, Pelosi has led the charge for
ruinously expensive initiatives that
have inflamed the right and alien-
ated independents.

There’s a two-prong strategy for
dealing with the resulting backlash:
1) Denying that it’s happening (if
only the White House press secre-
tary will cooperate); 2) Should the
worst come, chastising the pub-
lic for its lack of discernment and
shocking backwardness.

Liberal radio talk-show host Bill
Press has teed up the latter option
in response to Obama’s weak poll
numbers.

According to Press, the American
public doesn’t deserve a leader as
effective and farsighted as Obama.
“It just shows once again that the
American people are spoiled,”
Press says.

Such is the agony of the revolu-
tion of 2008.

Rich Lowry is editor of the Na-
tional Review.
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